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Message to WHO

20114F4H13H
Dear Friends in WHO Collaborating Center for Nursing and Midwifery,

Thank you very much for your expressions of care and support for us regarding the earthquakes and
tsunami which have struck northern Japan, as well as the damaged nuclear power station in
Fukushima.

Located in Tokyo, in central Japan, St. Luke’s College of Nursing has fortunately not been directly
impacted by the disaster. All of our students, faculty, and staff are safe. Currently, we are in spring
break.

However, as you know, the affected area is so enormous that, even after three weeks, we have still
not determined exactly how many people died or suffered loss in the disaster. Demands for health and
nursing care among survivors are growing.

Most information on the current situation continues to come through the mass media. Some things
that have been reported: The tsunami washed many things away; health institutions were damaged;
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doctors and nurses who are also victims of the disaster are taking care of fellow survivors; caregivers
are very tired because of the lack of relief; damage to routes connecting local communities has
disrupted distribution, resulting in a serious shortage of medicine, equipment and materials; and
many sufferers needing healthcare lack the transportation to get to clinics.

Sufferers are now staying shelters, where there is a high risk of infections.

The headquarters of the Japanese Nursing Association has organized rescue teams which have
already started to provide relief work.

It is too early to tell the direction recovery will take. We ask your prayers for those who have died and
those who continue to suffer.

With warm appreciation for your great love,

Michiko Hishinuma
Dean and Professor, St. Luke's College of Nursing, Tokyo, Japan
Head, WHO Collaborating Center for Nursing and Midwifery in PHC @ St. Luke’s
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